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My life today is a far
cry from where | was
then. | was put through
the COACH program

which has been the most
beneficial service for me.
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Jesus has
hands in
Melbourne

TESS HOLGATE

One local church is responding to
the needs of its local community
by caring for people struggling
through relationship breakdown,
family violence, mental health
icial difficulties,

) >, a ministry of
Melbourne )ssway Baptist
Church, supported nearly 800
people in its eastern Melbourne
community during 2016.

Grace was a single mum and
domestic violence survivor when
she was introduced to LifeCare’s
counselling and financial service
programmes. “T had lost my innier
will power and who I was as a
" says Grace.

LifeCare provided Grace with
practical aid, such as food and
clothing, as well as surrounding her
with community. This helped her
life to flourish: “I have a beautiful
home, my boy is reunited with
me, and my sense of belonging,
individuality is rewurning”

LifeCare is expanding its
programmes in 2017, and will
officially launch b

growing social challenge:
thanks to our supporters, we have a
fantastic new building to facilitate
an even stronger impact

Formore information, visit www.
crosswaylifecare.org.au

- Eternity News
March 2017.



Thanks to supporters like you, LifeCare has
raised over $20,000 to help children like Ben
have a brighter future. Ben grew up in an
abusive family and developed similar violent
behaviours to those he had witnessed

at home. It could have been a hopeless
situation for Ben if it weren’t for the support
of someone like you. Within a few mentoring
sessions, Ben’s attitude began to change
and by Year 6, Ben was elected House
Captain by his peers! Thanks to you, we’re
reaching out to more children and youth in
need in our community.

We are humbled by the generosity of

AM Kevin Bailey who has matched your
donations dollar-for-dollar through this
appeal. We spoke to Kevin about his heart
for giving and how his family and faith
influenced his passion to move “from
success to surrender for significance.”

Kevin, thank you for matching every regular
donation to LifeCare. Can you tell us

why you’re passionate about supporting
LifeCare’s work?

“I know that I've got better capacity than
others and | will use it for God’s purpose. |
believe that God loves me so much and He
wants me to do more for Him. | always say
“Yes” when prompted by the Holy Spirit, even

if it’s beyond my capabilities. And | sensed that
God is in LifeCare’s work. | believe that the
contribution that | give to LifeCare can help a
lot more people in the community.”

“All my life, I've planned, strategized and
been intentional about being successful
but now, | just want to let go and let God.

| believe that | must decrease so that He
can increase. Through my obedience,
prayerfulness and surrender, | want to show
my children how to lead a meaningful life
from success to significance. It is not about
me but all about building up God’s kingdom.
If each and every one of us can be dynamic
with our faith, we can change the world.”
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So many people are flourishing
because of the help LifeCare has
given them but they need our help
to reach out to even more people.

This is our faith in action.
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Kevin Bailey




This Mother’s Day, mums of Crossway
Mainly Music and MOPS (Mums of Pre-
Schoolers) came together as a community

to support domestic violence survivors
at LifeCare’s Women’s Centre. Through

a fundraising family portrait, $640 was
raised to help mothers like Grace recover
from domestic violence.

28 year old Grace* is a single mum and
domestic violence survivor. There were a
lot of unhappy childhood memories for her
but despite her difficult upbringing, Grace
has turned out to be an amazing mum to
her son, Dylan. Here is her story:

“I was struggling to survive in all aspects
of my life, financially and emotionally. | was
alone and was going through a dark phase.
I had no housing and my son wasn’t with
me. | had lost my inner will power and who |
was as a person.”

After years of physical and emotional abuse
by her partner of four years, Grace decided

to leave the relationship in search of a safer
place. She spent nights on various friends’
couches and because she couldn’t find a
stable place to stay, she had to leave her
baby boy behind with her ex. Without Dylan
by her side and struggling to find money to
rent a place, Grace became stressed

and anxious.

Then one day, she met a lady, Sarah, who
brought her to Crossway Church and
LifeCare. Grace was surprised to meet
extremely generous people within the
community that welcomed her with no
judgement. With LifeCare’s help and
support, Grace was determined to rebuild
her life and be a role model for Dylan.
Through counselling, LifeCare helped Grace
address her anxiety issues and improve her

confidence. A financial coach also supported
her to get on top of her financial problems by

setting goals and working out her priorities.

“LifeCare provided counselling and
financial coaching to help me with my
emotional and financial problems. They

were there to walk with me on my journey.

It has been a priceless privilege for me to

meet such a pure hearted community that

holds only good intentions to help you
without making you feel disadvantaged. In
my 28 years, | have never met such great
people - loving, open, with so much care in
their hearts.”

Grace’s life may have spiralled out of
control and isolation from the community
may have been inevitable. Instead, Grace
has managed to get her life back on track.

*Grace’s name has been changed to

protect her identity.
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LifeCare acknowledges and appreciates the valuable support of our
sponsors for 2017:
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Melhaurne's Positiv

To learn more about how you can help people in tough places flourish,
visit crosswaylifecare.org.au or call 9886 3899.

crosswaylifecare.org.au
709 Highbury Road, Burwood East, VIC 3151
9886 3899




